
6th Grade Gunston Middle School

SUMMER READING  
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Looking for a great book to read this summer?  
GMS Librarians Mr. Luttrell & Ms. Shanker recommend the following books for 
rising 6th graders here at Gunston! Many of these titles can be found at your local 
Arlington Public Library branch or as e-books in MackVia or Destiny Discover. 
Positively Izzy by Terri Libenson (Realistic, Graphic Novel) 
Izzy is the dreamer. Bri is the brain. The girls’ lives converge in unexpected ways 
on the day of a school talent show, which turns out to be even more dramatic 
than either Bri or Izzy could have imagined. 
  Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes (Realistic) 
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a 
real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that’s been unleashed. A 
gripping story about how children and families face the complexities of today's 
world, and how one boy grows to understand American blackness in the 
aftermath of his own death. 

Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed (Realistic) 
Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village. Her dreams of becoming a teacher 
are temporarily dashed when she must stay home from school to take care of her 
siblings. Then the unimaginable happens--after an accidental run-in with the son of her 
village's corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family's servant to pay off her own 
family's debt.  

The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of Rivalry, 
Adventure, and the History of the World From the 
Periodic Table of the Elements (Young Readers 
Edition) by Sam Kean (Nonfiction) 
The periodic table is a crowning scientific achievement, but it's also a 
treasure trove of adventure, greed, betrayal, and obsession. The 
fascinating tales in The Disappearing Spoon follow elements on the table 
as they play out their parts in human history, finance, mythology, conflict, 
the arts, medicine, and the lives of the (frequently) mad scientists who 
discovered them. 



6th Grade Gunston Middle School
 

OTHER 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
• Sunny by Jason Reynolds (Sports) 

• Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire by John August 
(Fantasy) 

• Betty Before X by Ilyasah Shabazz and Renee 
Watson (Historical)  

• All Summer Long by Hope Larson (Graphic 
Novel)  

• She Loves You (Yeah Yeah Yeah) by Ann Hood 
(Historical)  

• The Wild Robot Escapes by Peter Brown 
(Fantasy)  

• Waste of Space by Stuart Gibbs (Mystery/
Science Fiction) 

• Breakout by Kate Messner (Realistic) 

• The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay 
Moore (Realistic)  

• Good Dog by Dan Gemeinhart (Realistic)  

• Black Panther: The Young Prince by Roland 
Smith (Fantasy)  

• Edgeland by Jake Halpern and Peter Kujawinski 
(Fantasy)        


• The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson 
(Historical/Mystery)  

• Checked by Cynthia Kadohata (Sports) 

• The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 
(Historical)

Sign up for the 
Arlington Public 
Library Summer 

Reading Program! 

Dates:  
June 2 - September 2 

Register online:  
https://

arlingtonva.beanstack.o
rg/reader365  

Prizes: 
Five books:  

Pick from a selection of 
teen prizes, PLUS a 
raffle entry towards 

$100 and $50 Visa gift 
cards 

Ten books: Additional 
raffle ticket 

Fifteen books: 
Additional raffle ticket 
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