
7th and 8th Grades Gunston Middle School 

SUMMER READING  
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Looking for a great book to read this summer?  
GMS Librarians Mr. Luttrell & Ms. Shanker recommend the following books for 7th 
and 8th graders here at Gunston! Many of these titles can be found at your local 
Arlington Public Library branch or as e-books in MackinVia or Destiny Discover. 
The Belles by Dhonielle Clayton (Fantasy) 
In the opulent world of Orleans, Belles are revered, for they control Beauty, and Beauty is a 
commodity coveted above all else.  But it's not enough for Camellia to be just a Belle. She 
wants to be the favorite, the Belle chosen by the Queen of Orleans to live in the royal palace. 
But once Camellia and her Belle sisters arrive at court, it becomes clear that being the favorite 
is not everything she always dreamed it would be. 
  Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi (Fantasy) 
Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. But 
everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a 
ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people 
without hope. Now Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike 
against the monarchy.  

After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay (Realistic) 
Bunny and Nasir have been best friends forever, but when Bunny accepts 
an athletic scholarship across town, Nasir feels betrayed. When Wallace 
makes a bet against Bunny, Nasir is faced with an impossible decision—
maybe a dangerous one. After the Shot Drops is a heart-pounding story 
about the responsibilities of great talent and the importance of compassion. 

Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card by Sara Saedi (Memoir) 
At thirteen, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a terrible family secret: she was breaking 
the law simply by living in the United States. Only two years old when her parents fled Iran, she 
didn't learn of her undocumented status until her older sister wanted to apply for an after-
school job, but couldn't because she didn't have a Social Security number. Sara pivots 
gracefully from the terrifying prospect that she might be kicked out of the country at any time 
to the almost-as-terrifying possibility that she might be the only one of her friends without a 
date to the prom. 



7th and 8th Grades Gunston Middle School 
 

OTHER 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

• Rebound by Kwame Alexander (Sports) 

• Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds (Realistic) 

• The Oceans Between Stars by Kevin Emerson 
(Science Fiction) 

• The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater (Nonfiction)  

• Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson 
(Realistic)  

• Votes for Women: American Suffragists and 
the Battle for the Vote by Winifred Conkling 
(Nonfiction)  

• Far From the Tree by Robin Benway (Realistic) 

• The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo (Realistic) 

• Legendary by Stephanie Graber (Fantasy)  

• Girl Made of Stars by Ashley Herring Blake 
(Realistic)  

• When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon 
(Realistic) 

• Obsidio: Illumniae Files 3 by Amie Kaufman 
and Jay Kristoff (Science Fiction)        


• Thunderhead by Neal Shusterman (Science 
Fiction) 

• The Smoke Thieves by Sally Green (Fantasy) 

• The Language of Thorns: Midnight Tales and 
Dangerous Magic by Leigh Bardugo (Fantasy) 

• Losers Bracket by Chris Crutcher (Realistic)

Sign up for the 
Arlington Public 
Library Summer 

Reading Program! 

Dates:  
June 2 - September 2 

Register online:  
https://

arlingtonva.beanstack.o
rg/reader365  

Prizes: 
Five books:  

Pick from a selection of 
teen prizes, PLUS a 
raffle entry towards 

$100 and $50 Visa gift 
cards 

Ten books: Additional 
raffle ticket 

Fifteen books: 
Additional raffle ticket 
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