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It’s hard to believe the first quarter has ended! It simultaneously feels like it has been the longest 
and shortest time of the year. I’m hopeful that, amidst the challenges of distance learning during 
a pandemic, you’ve been able to find some moments of fun and connection with your family and 
teachers. 

 
 

 

I am Michelle Cottrell-Williams, an Instructional Coach and the 
Resource Teacher for the Gifted (RTG) at Gunston. Before joining 
GMS in 2019, I spent 13 years in the Social Studies classroom at 
Wakefield High School. In addition, I had the honor of serving as 
the 2018 Virginia State Teacher of the Year. I am passionate 
about equity and working for social justice. In the RTG role, I 
hope to work through an equity lens to lift up instruction and 
school experiences for all learners because I believe that all 
students deserve to think critically. 

 

 

Were you unable to attend the Oct. 14 PTA meeting where I presented about 
gifted services? The PTA leadership team will post out a recording of the 
presentation and my slides on the Gunston PTA Membership Toolkit.  

 

https://gunstonpta.membershiptoolkit.com/


 

Gifted Services in APS: The Differentiation Model 
 

In APS, gifted learners are identified in three domains and served through daily differentiated 
instruction in the regular classroom. My role as the Resource Teacher for the Gifted is to support 
teachers through professional development, collaboration, and one-on-one coaching as they 
work to meet the needs of all learners.  

Who are gifted learners? 

APS identifies learners within the school population who demonstrate or have the potential to 
demonstrate exceptional aptitude and talent in specific academic areas (English, mathematics, 
science, or social studies) in grades K-12 and/or visual and performing arts (vocal or 
instrumental) in grades 3-12. 

These students have needs that necessitate systematic, continuous services through 
appropriately differentiated curricula responsive to the individual student’s learning readiness, 
strengths and interests. In order to meet their needs and develop their abilities, gifted learners 
require a differentiated curriculum that is engaging, complex, and differentiated in the depth, 
breadth, and pace of instruction by teachers who understand the diverse academic and 
socio-emotional needs of these learners. 

What exactly is differentiation? 

Differentiation is not giving kids more work! It isn’t about asking kids to do more of the same; 
rather, it's about making adjustments to the content (what students learn), process (how 
students learn), and/or product (how students demonstrate mastery of the knowledge or skills) 
in response to their individual learning needs. 

Why don’t you just pull my child out of class for gifted classes every week? 

Our model for the delivery of gifted services is a collaborative cluster model as outlined in our 
2017-2022 Local Plan for the Gifted. We know that gifted learners need a comprehensive 
approach to services throughout the instructional day and not just one or two lessons a week. 
Each school has one Resource Teacher for the Gifted (RTG) to support all subject areas in 
multiple grade levels and they each manage the screening and identification process. 

How can I find out more about the differentiation happening in my child’s classes? 

At the end of every quarter, I will share a Differentiation Report that explains which standards 
were taught and what kind of differentiated learning opportunities were offered to students. The 
Quarter 1 report is available now on the Gunston Gifted Services website. 

Still have questions? Reach out to your child’s teacher to learn more about the differentiated 
learning opportunities being offered in class. I am always happy to help facilitate any of those 
conversations!   

 
 

 

https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Final-Local-Plan-for-Website-2017-2022.pdf
https://gunston.apsva.us/gifted-services/differentiation-and-newsletters/


 

OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES 
 

Have something you want to share with the RTG? 
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The Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation’s Young 
Scholars Program 

The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation’s Young Scholars Program 
application will open on January 11, 2021. The Young Scholars 
Program is a selective five-year, pre-college scholarship for 
high-performing 7th grade students with financial need.  

Typing Club  Want your child to learn how to type? This free website will teach 
them: Typing Tutor: https://www.typingclub.com/ 

Poetry Contest  Creative Communication: This organization offers different writing 
competitions throughout the year. Poetry deadline is Dec. 3 

3M Young Scientist 
Lab Challenge 

The 3M Young Scientist Challenge is the nation’s premier science 
competition for grades 5-8. To enter, students need to submit a 1-2 
minute video in which they describe a new invention or solution that 
could solve or impact an everyday problem that directly affects 
them, their families, their communities, and/or the global population. 
Opens Dec. 17 

2021 Art Song 
Competition Award 

The Art Song Competition is open to any composer whose 
submitted work meets the prescribed requirements and who pays 
the competition entry fee. NATS offers a cash award, plus a 
performance of the winning composition at a NATS Conference 
Deadline: Dec. 1 

ARTICLES ON SUPPORTING YOUR GIFTED CHILD 

Helping Your Child 
Manage Stress 
Through Mindfulness 
by Michele Kane, Ed.D. 
Parenting for High 
Potential, Dec 2017 

Supporting Your Gifted Child 
During Covid: Focus on Growth 
and Take a Step Back by Lemi-Ola 
Erintola, an award-winning educator, 
parent coach, children’s author and 
the founder of The Critical Thinking 
Child (CTC) 

Management of 
Anxiety Begins at 
Home by Sal Mendaglio, 
Ph.D., Parenting for High 
Potential, Summer 2016 

  SEND ME AN 
EMAIL 

  BOOK A MEETING 
WITH ME 

 

https://nagc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b218390a84090c046e3e9435b&id=ca27534e94&e=991d9dc54a
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