
Rising 9 Course Selection
2023-2024



Objectives
⊹ Learn about graduation requirements for 

each of the two diploma options available 
in Arlington/VA

⊹ Understand the required classes for Grade 
9

⊹ Learn where to find the High School 
Program of Studies 

⊹ Explain the process for the High School 
visits on January 24



WHat program am i in at gunston?
⊹ Traditional VS Immersion
⊹ Montessori ends in 8th grade
⊹ Immersion Program: World Geography, 

Science, & Spanish Language Arts are taught 
in Spanish

⊹ Students in Gunston’s Immersion program 
continue into Wakefield’s Immersion Program

⊹ Speak to Mrs. Kolody if you’d like to opt out of 
Immersion at Wakefield High School



Graduation Requirements



Required Courses for all 9th Graders
⊹ English 9 OR English 9 Intensified
⊹ World History OR World History Intensified OR 

AP World History
⊹ Biology OR Intensified Biology 
⊹ Mathematics
⊹ Health and PE





Mathematics Pathway for 9th Graders
Current Math Class

⊹ Pre-Algebra

⊹ Algebra I 

⊹ Intensified Geometry

Grade 9 Math Class

⊹ Algebra I

⊹ Geometry, Intensified Geometry, or 
Geometry Principles

⊹ Algebra II or Intensified Algebra II

***Counselors will get current teacher 
recommendations



AP World History - Is It Right For Me?
In general, students do well if 
they…

⊹ really enjoy learning history
⊹ are highly motivated
⊹ are willing to spend 3+ hours 

a week studying outside of 
class

⊹ are resilient when it comes 
to temporary academic 
setbacks

Current Predictors of 

Academic Performance…

⊹ Straight As in World 
Geography

⊹ High score on PBA
⊹ Reading Lexile (RI Score) of at 

least 1200

***Ask your World Geography teacher if they recommend 
this class for you







Grade 9 Electives
⊹ Grade 9 students have two periods for 

electives
⊹ Choose two definite electives
⊹ Choose three alternates
⊹ Elective options are similar at all three 

comprehensive high schools
⊹ Spanish Language Arts is one elective spot

***If you do not indicate alternate electives, counselors will 
choose them for you :)



Descriptions of Elective Classes
⊹ Information about elective classes can be 

found in the High School Program of 
Studies (POS)

⊹ Use the link HERE to access the POS
⊹ Translations in Amharic, Spanish, 

Mongolian, Arabic

https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/57/2023/04/APS-HS-PROGRAM-OF-STUDIES-FINAL-2023-24.pdf


Pick Seven Classes for Grade 9
⊹ English
⊹ History
⊹ Biology
⊹ Math
⊹ PE
⊹ World Language or Elective
⊹ Elective

***Plus three alternate electives





“ Counselors from Wakefield, 
Washington-Liberty, and 
Yorktown will be at Gunston 
on Wednesday, January 24 
from 8:00-9:00 AM to share 
more information.



⊹ Location lists will be posted in the same 
places where testing location lists get 
posted.  Check the lists to see where you 
should be on Tuesday 1/23.

⊹ On Wednesday 1/24, report to you Pd. 1 
class by 7:50 AM for attendance.  Your 
teacher will dismiss you to your visit 
location at 8:05 AM.

What You Need to Know For the Visits



What You Need To Know For the Visits
⊹ All students will attend the HS Visit for their 

neighborhood school
⊹ Immersion students will attend the Wakefield 

session in the cafeteria (8:15 AM) **unless you 
are attending your neighborhood school**

⊹ Once your parent notifies me of acceptance to 
an option school, we will switch out your CRF



Rising 9 CRF Timeline

Wednesday 1/24:  CRFs distributed 

Friday 2/2: Deadline to submit CRFs to TA   

teacher

Monday 2/5 - Friday 2/16:  Individual CRF meetings 
with counselors

Friday 2/23:  End of course selection process



“This presentation, the CRF 
timeline, and information about 
AP World History can be found 
on the Gunston website and the 
Gr8 Counseling Canvas page.
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